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WORLD WAR BRINGS OUT

Elihu Root, “the Man of Brains,” Is
Talked of as Presidential Timber
That Is Needed in Interna-

tional

By GEORGE HENRY PAYNE.

OR President in 1916—Eliha Root—

“the brainiest man in the country"?

With the feeling that the man who

must meet Wilson must be a man

who can overtop Wilson—with the feeling

that the position that the United States occu-

pies toward the world situation i% no time for

political manipulating or trading or dicker-

ing, leaders in the Republican party are

concentrating their political gaze on the man

who had modestly sat and listened time and

semi-political

gathering, called  the

“brainiest man in the country,” “the coun-
try’s most intellectual statesman,” ete,

time again, in convention or
when he has been

ne the last week there have been evi-

party was not confined to any¥ one section of
the country. Here and ther2 other names
are being mentioned. but almet: averywhere
there is a recognition of the fact %hat the
urual procession of favorite sons in times like
these are as inopoprtune as a parade of the
season’s debutantes at & three-alarm fire.
“For President in 1916—Elihu Rool"—al-
most all of the Hepublican state leaders to

whom the subject was suggested this weck as
a theme for discourse were of one opinion:
Root himself was the only one who ecould stop
Root from being nominated.

“It's a question as to whether or not I am
too old,” he iz reported to have said, and it is
that objection to himself that the distin-
guished Republicans whe are working within
the Constitutional Convention are laboring to
overcome,

To-day, as Senator Root is making the new
constitution for the State of New York—and,
make no mistake, he is making it—he is de-
voting himself to that one task; and until
that task is over the men who surround him
and are supposed to have influence with him
are loath to add in any way to the burdens
that he is now earrving.

Up there in that Assembly chamber in Al
bany, where it has been the curious custom in

this state to send the young political crack-
lings, and in that hall where one has been ac-
customed to hear the shrill and pitched voices
of jejune and beardlesz Solons pleading pas-
sionately for &5-n-day clerk, the
“hraing of the state” are making over the
state constitution. A very different specta-
cle the Assembly chamber presents from the
days when the legislators are in session, for
the men whose voices are raised in debate now
are ex-Cabinet ministers, ex-judges, leaders

another

of the bar, ete.

I the room where the Speaker of the As
semhly usually sits, just off the rostrum of
the chamber, sat, the other night, Elihu Root,
Tnited ex-Secretary of
ate, ex-Secretary of War, winner of the
Outside in the chamber the
now and then the high

States Senator,

Nobel Prize, ete.
voices ros¢ and fell
pitched voice of Al Smith; the softer tones of
Louis Marshall: the clear voice of the leader
of the majority, Wickersham, ex-Cabinet Min-
on they
ng slow progress, but progres:

ister; the burry notes of Seth Low

battled, mak

The Coalition Cabinet

By GEORGE H. WYKES.

gy BCENT cuble and mail desputches
from American correspondents  in
lLondor Ve the impression

lon have conveyed

to the minds of

many American readers that

on the wh.’r of

re are pErave disse

he British government whicl

. may throw that voleano )

L oertptic political and nuational
chaos, military defeat and imperial ruin a
15 pos @ if not probable consequences,
Amangst the most entertaining tit-bits of
political “news” with which American reader

have been regnalgd during the past few weeh
: David

(icorge, formerly Chancellor of the Exchequer
and now Minister of Munitions in the new
Coalition Cabinet, is plotting the overthrow
of Mr. Asquith, the Prime Minister, in order
that he himself may assume the leadership if
torship of the govern

have been the assertion that Lloyd

not virtuslly the die
ment, that a feud exists between Lord Kit
chener, Seeretary  of fur War, and
General Sir John French, commander-in-chief
of the British forces at the front, which must
result in one or the other being cast into outer

sState

that the inclusion of the *“treason
Fdward Carson in the Coalition
Cabinet has given mortal offence to the Irish
party and the Liberals ani that Lloyd George
is involved in a movement to smuggle Lord
Haldane into the Cabinet in order to facilitate
the attainment of his own ambitious ends.

darkness
able" Sir

A few days ago a writer in “The New York
World,” quite seriously discussing the ambi-
Munitions  Minister, said:
overthrew the Govern-

tions of the
“That Lloyd George
ment 8 few weeks ago, and incidentally irre-
trievably dumaged the standing of Lord
Kitchener to such an extent that any danger
from him in a future dictatorship has been
removed, seems 10 be U'.l!lll'."“li!!:li'il‘.

“He is playing the same game in 1915 that
Joseph Chamberlain played in 1902, Cham-
berlain did not get the political measures he
fought for. But he got power, stepping up-
ward over the politica! corpses of his enemies.
The thousand-fold more despised  Lloyd
George seems to be making a desperate strike
to seize the mantle of supreme authority.”

It is perfectly amazing that there can be
found gentlemen, skilled in the art of writ-
ing, and newspapers, presumably desirous of
providing real information for the reading
public, capable of attempting to impose upon

Affairs.

they were making, or the soft spoken, low-
voiced, apparently indifferent president of the
convention would not have been lounging
back, his knee up agninst the desk, listlessly
turning a ruler from one side to the other.

S0 much has been written about the frigid
Elihu Root, the Senatorial icicle, the man with
no heart ns far as interviewers are concerned.
that it seems rather a pity to spoil a tradi-
tion.  Indeed, when it comes to the good, old-
fashioned knock-down-and-drag-out interview,
the What-do-you-think-of-America kind, that
was born with Gerrit Smith in the 'd0s, it is
donbtful if it will really ever number Elihu
Root among its vietims,

And it i€ a enrious renson that this distin-
suished and reserved mun gives for his long
anid successfnl aveidance of the first of jour-
nalistic sports—he fears that he talks too
much as it is, and he sees in the interview the
dreadful possibility of saying more foolish
things than he savs now without the inter-

viewer's kindly aid.

Foolish things! One wondered as he talked
if he had ever said a foolish thing, this man
whose threcseore and ten years found him, on a
summer's night, directing the remaking of »
comstitution, hardly a wrinkle on his tanned
face, the slightest scattering of white in his
close-cropped huir, his searching, restless eyes
marking well undiminighed mental vigor,

He talks of many things—interviews and
interviewers, the Constitutional Convention,
terms are usod—of many things—of things of
great importance to the nation, too—and
{hrongh it all there is the man who has under-
stood what Walter Pater called the “aesthetic
charm of elear thought.,”

It i= not what you would call fluent, easy
talk: with him the word comes hy a procesg
of elimination; the expression of an idea is
the survival of only these words that are fit
(ince or twice he spoke of
internationn]l matters. There was anger in
his voice and his eyes flashed, but the words
still ecame, careful and chiselled, and duiy
wedded to his thought, not illegitimate or
wly companions for the sake of sonority

nd necessary.

and show.

And then suddenly, in the midst of these
silent comment=—he was speaking of the days
when he playved golf —he declared that he had
nloved a “rotten” game.

The shock over—that verbal dissonant gave
ane the feeling of stepping off into the ele-
vator shaft—one thought that after all it was
Senator Boot himself who ought to know
whether or not that “rotten” was not the
exact, the chiselled, the Paterian word for
the particular kind of golf he played.

For the humor of his golf still lingered
with him, although it is sixteen years since
1s plaved. The art, he declared, lost little
when he gave it up on going to Washington
Lo }I"i_'“l |"1I'- H”‘.I'Il::! career,

The humor of Elihu Root is not often the
theme of his commentators, and vet hig eyes
sparkled when he spoke of his father-in-law,
that  delightful old gentlemuan, Salem H.
w5, whom the writer had known slightly.

neieal humor of Mr, Wales brought
1o the front the most human side of the un-

he he

*

P Y
i

known Elihu Root—and I imagine there are
several of them.

In the sixteen years of his official life Mr.
Root found that all that he felt called on to
say to the public he could say through the
medium of speeches and public documents.
The fact that the interviewer has never been
called in to assist in the production or to deco-
rate these expressions is because Mr. Root is
basically opposed to that very decoration.
One of the things that he admitted was not
quite fair was the occasional publication by
come magazine or newspaper of a speech de
livered some years hefore, as if it were a pro-
duetion of that week, While carcless or su-
perficial readers may sense no difference. a
man who chooses words as carefully as Elihu
Root knows that more sensitive minds feel
the disjointure of words selected at another
time, under other conditions and in a differ-
ent atmosphere, even though the topic be the
same and the ideas apparently relevant to a
later issue.

To such a mind, it can be readily perceived,
political forecasting has no appeal.  Even

G

Elihu Root, to Whom Eyes Are Turned, in the Nation's Political Crists.

when he was a younger man, and perhaps
less impressed with the inevitable sequence
of events without any regard for man's most
momentous preparations and awesome prog-

imagine that he did little
Some people have written that

nostications, [
prophesying.

he is ambitious, but there has never been
much evidenee of his getting out into the
arenn for his own personal bencfit, To some
peaple he would seem a fatalist—the Law,to
the study and exposition of which his life has

n given, governs in its inevitable way as

much in the selection of candidates as it does
in other things,

The mention of his name for the Presi-
deney does not apparently interest Elihu Root
very mueh; certainly it does not and will not
stir him to any activity in his own hehalf.
It i= not that he is not appreciative of the
honor, his intimate friends say, but hecause
his is not the nature to enter into a scramble
for an office. His diflidence may also be ex-
plaired on the ground that he feels that a
votunger man could do better, although, as one

Defended by a Man

EAT CONSERVATIVE

What Is the Secret of the Personality
of the Man Who Is the Master
Shaper of the Constitutional
Convention?

aof the constitutional delegates said, there
isn't 8 more vigorous man in the convention
and none more mentally active.

An endeavor to have him discuss the po-
litical outinok met with a fiat refusal, Ta
his mind the mterest in things political, the
diseussion of political platforms, combinations
and candidatez, at this hour 15 not unusual
it is the recurring movement previous to the
meeting of the parties that comes every four
Porhaps there is a little more intens-

VEuTrs,
ity just now because of e unusual world con-
ditions, but the process is the same, and the
forces that control and govern are still the
forces that control and govern in guieter and
less parlous times,

Thwe wark of the convention is the thi!‘ll\.’
that is on his mind now—not national politics.
There was no impatience, but there was chill-
ing ¢larity. when he spoke of the loose way
in which the terms “radieal” and “conserva-
tive’" are used. They are in most instances
terms of method. The man who proposes a
new way of doing a thing dubs those op-
posed to him “eonservative,” and iz promptly
deseribed as “radieal” by those he has put in
the conservative class. One of the importand
proposals hefore the Constitutional Conven-
tion has for its object the reforming of court
procedure and the lessening of the law's de-
lays, to the end that the poor litigant does not
spend hiz life and his means in adjudication.
Such a reform, in the opinion of Senator Root,
is radical, but that does not mean that the
constitution that will be submitted this fall
will be radical.

From the point of view of those who believe
in the referendum, the recall, ete., it will be a
conservative constitution, and yet those wha

are carefully watching the process of evalution
day by day point out that President Root has
placed at the head of the important committees
men of the type of Seth Low, Herbert Parsons
and Henry L. Stimson, all of whom are liberals

they don't use the word Progressive much in
Albany these days.

Will the committee finish on time? Tt will.
And then? The president of the convention
shrugged his shoulders, followed by one of the
surprises of thiz interesting talk, for he de-
seribod himzelf as a “lazy man,” content with
thinking about one job at a time.

A “luzy man"—par exemple!”

When the convention is over he will go to
his country place and on horse and with long
walks “freshen up,” for he came to the Con-
stitutional  Convention almost immediately
after two gruelling sessjions of Congress, and
many all-night debates when the Ship Pur-
chase Bill was before the Senate.

As an ex-Secretary of State, Mr. Root has
vefrained from makinz any comments on the
international situation. A man who has oceu-
pied this position knows that frequently
there are facts which do not appear on the
surfuce or in the published statements, and
heecanse he does not feel that he is in pos-
spssion of all the facts, and because he does
not wish to appear as criticising those who
are trying to do their duty, he has refrained,
despite much urging, to comment on the recent
events that have stirred the country.

That England Is a United England, Stronger, More to the National Point
Than Ever, with Lloyd George and Asquith Firm Friends, Despite
Twisted Cable Versions and the Manipulations of Lord North-
cliffe, Is the Account Rendered by the Head of the

credulity with such obvious twaddle
as the foregoing.

As a matter of fact all these stories alleg-
¢ serions and dangerous political dissen-
jong in Britain are based upon the flimsiest
1 eireums-
stantial eviden at itz hest is notoriously un-
trustworthy. “All centres are
<ehools for senndal, and no legislative body in
morve so than the British House
of Commons"  1quote from a trenchant article
by T. P. 0'Connor, the well known Irish Na-
g the erop of silly rumors
1 } { sprang up anent the forma-
tion of the British Coalition Cabinet, “Never
such an opportunity for the revela-
tion of the ¢le ary and inevitable parlia-
mentary tendencies as that afforded during
the weeks which followed immediately vpon
the ereation of the Coalition Government,”
saye Mr. O'Connor, *“In addition to all other
features making for disquieting and cynieal
rumors there were a number of men displaced

men of disappointed hopes and strong party
men honestly regarding the future of their
pulitical idenls. From all these factors there
grew up a great legend of Lloyd George and
an intrigue to displace Asquith and put the
brilliant Welshman in his place. The rumor
advaneed into the region of propheey, manu-
a brilliant future for Llovd George.
0 was moare exasperated or dis-
<ol by these ingenious rumors than Lloyd
George himself, for he has an intense affec-
ion for Asquith and feels a gratitude for the
istent support which Asquith gave him
hours of the Marconi

evidence—and

of circumst

political

the world i=

tionalist, concers

and reports t

wns Lhere

even I Lhe dark

It s, of ecourse, not sufficient ll.irl:]}' to
wive a=ide, a5 “rot” and “bunkum,” these per-
sistent rumors of ominous discords amongst
men who are now in charge of the destiries
of the British Empire. One of the chief argu-
ments that might be advanced in support of
the theory that the rumors must have some

Central

solid foundation is that the British censor-
ship assuredly would have been careful to
prevent their dissemination abroud if there
had been nothing in them. At first sight this
argument appears a sound one, but will it
bear investigation? The British censorship
bureau may have been guilty of many colossal
stupidities since the war began, but with all
its faults I cannot conceive of the DBritish
censorship being so unutterably stupid as to
stand in the way of !ie enemy obtaining all
the “comfort and encouragement” possible
from these stories of British political discord,
which had their genesis in the insatiable erav-
ing for limelight sensationalismy possessed by
the owner and director of a nuwber of
English newspapers, so utterly lacking in
common sense and patriotism as to attempt,
in the midst of a grave national crisis, to stir
up & political storm, boldly pitting himself
against one of the most powerful British
ministries of modern times and attempting
to bring about the overthrow of a soldier who
has won the greatest possible hold on the
popular imagination of British people.

Happily the efforts of Lord Northeliffe to
bring about a political revolution and in the
ensuing chaos to seize for himself the powers
of & modern Warwick have recoiled upon his
own head and henceforth the political in-
fluence of this “frenzied office boy" and his
papers is likely to be more or less of n
negligible quantity.

“It seems to me"—I again quote from T. P.
0'Connor, whose knowledge of public men in
England is perhaps unrivalled—"that the real
difficulty is that Lord Northeliffe has no
particular gifts and training for the great
position the proprietor of o wany organs of
appeal should enjoy., He has not that founda-
tion in university education which supplies a
man with a consistent political creed. The re-
sult is that he changes ground often, being
usually the creature of what he considers the
popular instinct of the hour.”

News

Service.

But enough of Lord Northeliffe and the
stories of grave political discord to which the
diateibes of his journals gave birth,

It remains to he shown that Britain to-day
politically united, better organized,
imbued with a firm and solemn
thing through"

and this is as

IS5 Mot
more deeply
determination to “see this

than ever before in its history

clearly demon ble hy incontestable facts as

a proposition in Euclid.

Not since the first day of the war has there
heer wny pl-ll!it‘.'ll discord caleulated to lessen
British determination in re-

or even inmpair

‘4 to the vizorous prosecution of the war,
and sinee the formation of the Coalitton Gov-
ernment all traces of diss m  have dis-
appeared. One of the most gloquent and con-
inemg pri ofs of this is afforded by the fact
that three weeks ago when Premier Asquith
l-lll'!'l-»i the debate on the new war eredit of
£250,000,000 sterling John  Dillon, formerly
neilable of 1rish Nation-
took advantage of the opportunity to

one of the most irrec
ulixts
announce that much as he and every member
of the Irish party ohjected to the disappear-
ance of the old ministey and the ereation of

especinlly Sir Edward Carson as
one of its members—the entire Irish party

the new-

was determined to give the ministry its full
support in reving the war to a successful
1ssue,

What greater proof of the unity and the
British  people
wdduced than that furnished by the
news which came aver the cables a few days
ago to the effect that within the space of a
the new 4%z per cent British
war loan had attracted subscriptions to the
extent of no leas than 33,000,000,000—far and
away the biggest loan raised in the history of
the world for any purpose?

And this is not the only world’s record
sehieved by the British nation since the out-
In August, 1014,
BEritain was, in the truest sense of the word,

determined temper of the

very few days

break of thiz world’s war.

a peaceful democracy wholly unprepared and
unorganized for war, In the intervening
eleven months the British Empire has raised,
hy wvoluntary methods, and trained and
equippeld an army not far short of 3.000,000
men, and this notwithstanding the fact that
Englund’s agreement with the other entente

powers ealled for no more than six divisions—
120,000 men.

In the number of the *“Con-
temporary Review"” the Hon. C. F, Masterman
pays an eloquent tribute to the spirit with
which the British voluntarily re-
sponded to Lord Kitchener’s call for men.
“The ides of raising even half a million men

foreien

current
nation

service had not occurred to us
this time last y “But no sooner
was the demand made during the fateful days
of last Aupust than the response was over-
whelming. In began that gigantic
flood of those who were willing to fight for
England. In a weck the flower of British
manhood was literally fighting its way into
the recruiting stations. They came in at the
rate of 20,000 and even 30,000 a day. They
broke down  all prepurations
which could be made for their reception or
equipment. The whole manhood of the
country seemed determined to go to the war
oversens. Whole industries, and those of
vital importance, were denuded of their best
The half million doubled and then
doubled again. The most wonderful army the
world has ever seen came into being; some
3,000,000 of them, all in the prime of man-
hood, all having chosen tn serve. not merely
for the protection of their homes, but in for-
Y believed to

ar,” he says.

a day

conceivable

workers.

h th

eign lands, in a cause w
be just.”

During the past four or five months there
has been an almost miraculous transformation
of the industrial organizations of the Kingdom
with the result that to«day there is no gues
tion of any shortage of ammunition of any
description or of any lacs of equipment for

Nevertheless, he feels as keenly as any ong
the invasion of the country’s rights as a neq.
tral nation, it is gaid. A man who has talied
much with him ig authority for the statement
that the violation of the neutrality of Bel.
wium and the sinking of the Lusitania haye
moved him profoundly; but he is reluctant g
seemn an intruder or a sceker after promj.
nence.

If his voice, ns far as the public is cop.
erned, is still, his influence is bearing fryjg
in the work and attitude of others who are nog
tethered as he iz hy official propricties, and
traditions, and respect for the men who ape
laboring under heavy responsibilities,

The man closest to him at Albany is Henry
L. Stimson. It has been pointed out thas
Stimson, speaking unquestionably his owp
views, would not have made the plea for wap
preparedness that he did at Carnegie Hall if
he had felt that it was not consonunt with the
views of the chief for whom he has an almost
filial devotion.

People who have suggested to Mr. Root in.
terest in a peace propaganda have net found
him responsive, not because he is not as fer.
vently hopeful of a speedy prace as any of the
so-called peace propagandists, but becawss e
refuses to blink for popular approval ard fs.
sists on looking the facts squarely in the face,
A peace now would be little more thag 3
truce until one or auother of the powers felt
they were advantageously placed for a re
opening of hostilities.

So, too, those who have suggested that this
government should take part in the formation
of an international police have, to his mind,

failed to take a comprehensive view, To po
lice a situation, a district, or a world, carries
with it very heavy obligution—if this govern.

ment were to enter into an international pe.
lice agreement it would mean that it would
have to &gree to go 1o War with '.\:'la{\:\'tur
power the international police were called on
to discipline.

It would also mean that the United States
in all prohability would be called on to have
ready a certain que 4 ships w
take part in these police and disciplinin
movements. Not an eagy question to settle
would be which government should furnish the

na ol me

e, Itis

United

States government wo e and will
ing to turn over American n [ American
ships to he used as police against some power

with whom it had no quarrel whatsoever,
Some day, when the convention is over, Elihy
Root will speuk perhaps, for pressure from
Nor will it be the CXpris-
sion nf chimerical thought, fancifully :lothed,

outside 18 strong.

yer the hot product of astigmatic idealism
that finds peace and panaceas i iy, It
will be the soher thought of th f Law
who has not been befogged by the rapidity of
events, and whose stand will be none the less
human because of the belief that nations, s
well a2 men, must follow law—and that sueh

interesting, if not carefully thought out, sug-
gestions as an international police, must first
find nations in honored agreement to uphold
and abide by the law of nations,

the armies at the front or ready to be snt @
the front. Under the supervis of the
Minister of Munitions, Lloyd George, who i
almost as popular a British ol as Lord
Kitchener himself, an immense army of
skilled workers has heen enrolled—voluss
tarily—to man to their ful possible
capacity the many hundreds of fuctories now
wholly devoted to the manufacture of gunh
ammunition and other essentia! war supplies
and there is no longer the least misgiving
concerning the adequacy of the output of wae
material of every deseription.
Since its creation, a few wi
Coalition government hag pass
of war act which confers rema ¢ and e
traordinary powers in the directin of the
compulsory settlement of la {{ferences,
the ad othes

provisions for ensuring the efficiont mand

RO, the
L munitiond

uspension of trade unio

facture, transport and supply of war Mt

ent is de

tions. And now the British pa
bating, with every prospect of suecess, tht
adoption of a bill for establizi a Nationsl
Register, which requires all | h citiest
hetween the ages of fiftes 1 i ty-five
without distinction of sex, to st (1) thelr
age, (2) the nature of their « yment 8t
(3) whether they are willing ‘o “voluntedt
for any special form of labor which thf'!
are specially acquainted ot i that “",
N ationk

which they are engaged. g
&
been freely s ed as B

i, be that a
. .\-.-rn‘ﬂ?-""-

tegister bill has
logical prelude to conseript

it may, it has not deterred

from pressing the bill forwand towards spes
enactment,

These things can scarcely be
bearing out the i of an in=ecure
ment doubtful of the support of the natioe
As a matter of fact the National Regist¥f
bill has been hailed with ab
satisfaction, The Loundon “Da
truly mirrored the real spirit
people a few days ago Wwhi

ozarded o
L'l.'"frr-

t univer
v Te l(;’f’alm
f the Brt

t decla
er bill, *The

apropos of the National Reg
hind them; 168

gavernment have the nation be
them lead on!”

Ramsay Macdonald, one of the most l"“"'a'
ful labor leaders in England to-day, was &
hy an American correspondent i day of t:.:
ago whether, in the event of the governm
deeming conscription necessary the lsb¥
untons would oppose it to the extent of »
claring a national strike. "1-;1“!"’“{"““3 "

was Mr. Macdonald's reply. “British i

Contlnged on sixth page




